
$1,500 SCHOLARSHIP

Emily Magana
Burley High

“Working as a certifi ed 
nursing assistant has 
given me far more than 
hands-on experience 
it has given me a new 
perspective on humanity. I 
have witnessed recovery 
and death within the same 
shift. I have sat beside 
residents as they shared 
stories of their youth, 
o� ered empathy when 
they questioned why life 
had changed so suddenly, 
and celebrated birthdays 
with them because their 
families never came. 
These experiences taught 
me that medicine is not 
solely about saving lives 
it is about presence. It is 
about showing up when 
someone needs it most.”
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“I plan to pursue a career 
as a Physician Assistant 
in neurology. I witnessed 
the e� ects of neurological 
disease fi rsthand when 
Alzheimer’s changed my 
grandfather’s ability to 
remember daily routines 
and familiar faces. My 
goal is to work in a clinical 
setting where patients feel 
understood and supported. 
The medical system often 
feels overwhelming. 
Clear communication and 
patience can make a di�  cult 
situation more manageable. 
Patients need responsible 
providers who listen 
and guide them through 
uncertain moments. Higher 
education will prepare me 
for that responsibility.”
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